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JAMES EARL RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
C IVIL RIGHTS 

V Raymond Curtis submitted a letter to Mr. Charles 

L. '.Sanders, Ebony Magazine, which letter is as^follows; the 
* lot tor Y/as semi literate and the following is not # a direct 
quo (r lion hut sets forth the essentials: 
t# Mr. Charles L. Sanders 



"Dear Mr. Sanders: 




"I thank you for your answer to my letter. I 
think that details I give you in this letter will be 
of help to you. 



,# Wcll p Sir, I have written a story. No one but 
myself has read it but me. At this time I know that it 
will have to be rc-wrote for I am not a writing it as 
bad as it is. 

M It all about the crime I did and about a crime 
I did in 1954 With James Earl Ray and about the 13 years 
of prison pal and everything we talk about. About thing 
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for 
three years. And we talked to the man from Mississippi 
that knew all about the KK businessman association that 
was to put up tho money to kill King. I also know the 
men from Mississippi. 

f 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of tho FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to bo distributed 
outside your agency. 
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JAMKS F.ARL RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHFR KING,, JR. - VICTIM 



"In that three year wo made maps Just had to find 
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps 
over mycclf. They are with the story also. 

"And just where wo would go after we killed 
KLng so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on 
it. Out I was not. The story has it all in it. All 
the big thing and the little one also. And what Ray 
like and what he did not like. This story could get 
me killed. I know that. That is why I won’t send 
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to bo 
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the 
story O.K. If not just let mo know, O.K. That way 
I won't talk to mon about it. 



Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is • 
behind the King killing and they don't know what I 
know. But James L’arl Ray did not. Now that they have 
Ray Tunn. will trial him if they get him back. 

"Well, they want mo to testify. Well, I just 
don't know yet what I will do. 



You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what 
I have to the nows. That no much. Or I could not 
say everything. And I did not tell the Fill. Well 
this is not a book. I am Just trying to tell you what 
you ask of rac in your letter. 



"If you have a man or have soiueono down this way 
if you will have them stop by the Jail I will let them 
reau the story and you can go from there. O.K. 

"I thank you again. 

I will be looki/lg to hear from you soon. 



/s/ "Raymond Curtis 

"I am still in the Dalton County Jail." 



On July 3, I960, CURTIS was interviewed at the 
••bitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia , and furnished 
the following information: 
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CURTIS was contacted at the Whitfield 
-i’ll <J -Ji. cj v ised Cjjccial Agents 

a rignts and waiver of rC ad indicated° d 

J?’ u p d ? rct ?°; 1 . b V l refused to sign . He was advised that he 
was being xnccrviowcd concerning statements he made in a 
letter he had wailed to Mr. SAJJD2R3 of Ebony Magazine. 



off 
as 
CUiiTIS 



CUIITIS stated In 
my for appr 
a r/.ortja^o 



wa t 

r* r. 



merely trying to sell a story 



to Ebony for approximately $5,000 to help his mother pay 

F \ 1^ 1 1 n 4' n I ^ ^-1 <4* M . . ^ 



on »c r hoi..c . L»ho li n cl obtained tills nort^aro 
a result of paying attorney's fees for the defense of 
at a previous trial. 



CUiiTiG stated that he and JAMES EARL RAY narticir ? ‘ed 
in a burglary in Joliet, Illinois,- in October or Member 1954 
It was pointed out to CURTIS that certain statements made’ 
y Lia in bis letter to Loony Magazine could possibly involve 
hxr. in a conspiracy with JAMES EARL HAY in connection with 

JI' Dr * ,blRTIN LUr;iJU KII'O, JR. CURTIS then stated 
ho vis.icd to go on record as to the statc.-.cnts made in his 

‘ l V • S :' 1 ' D5 * ? ‘ S * lie categorically denied the folic;/ in** 
sta moments y/hicn were in his letter to Ebony Magazine: 



1) 

2 ) 

3) 

4) 



6 ) 



7) 

C) 

9) 



That 
That 
Tha t 
That 
knew 



hoc nd JAMES EARL HAY participated in a crime in 1954* 
R-iY wanted the job of killing KIHG;. * 

he and KAY talked about killing KIHG for three years- 
nc and JlAY talked to the man from Mississippi that 
, about the JEt Businessmen's Association which 

ASuOcxation v/as to put up the laonoy to kill ;[I1, : G • 

That he knew the men from Mississippi; 
lhat for three years ho and HAY made maps just to find 
io right place to I:ll]r KING and that he made the mans 
over himself; 

lhat he and HAY knew just where they would go after the 
killxnj of KING; 

That he wa3 to bo in on the killing of KIEG ; 

, ar ° mCn in fivo states who are behind tlie killin' 
_ o* .wX.iG -a nd —these won— do— no t— know— wha-t — ho— "( CUitTIS) knows , - 



- 1 



On. 



by_ 



7/3/G3 



SA 

SA 



nt^ 



Dalton, Georgia 
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Fit«s*_ 



AT 44-23GG 



and 



: jlh 



. Date dictated . 



7/5/63 



««” ««'«*— •' " • *BS. ii .. rb. ond .. M an*d .. 

II ond ll» conitn i or* not lo bt d ihibu'td oub>df you* ogercy 



r 



****■ *$“fsyr 




l 




AT 44-2330 
2 



setting out hov, he t,Tot "i CU fT IS drow *"> naps 

indicated the following J t £v/J£' vS h Still ! : KltiG - This man 
of his speeches: Atlanta ?! . c he said KING C ;acJo post- 

Blroinsl.a,,, KoUUc, LUtI ° *><*. /,rJ:°„SS‘ 

and Harks, Mississippi; ' Jackson, Vicksbu^-, 




cSnn^Zi '%'^ d ‘? ‘JJJ B*y d! ™n 
» h,u 2* # »» «'» atosi^i 

f® ' ,0 ^ ld be on n boat dcv/11 tip - 7 -E , f hi;n on tl/3 hi C hv;ay 

m &r*~ 10 ts-; 



) 
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JAMES EAR], RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING . JR. - VICTIM 

On July 3, 1968, Sheriff G, T. Mauldin, Whitfield 
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or 
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed 
over the Jailer's desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his 
mail out with visitors and Jail trustees which would probably 
not hove been observed by men of his department. 'Sheriff 
Mauldin stated that Curtis' attorney, Erv/in Mitchell, former 
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia, 
is of the opinion that most of Curtis' comments concerning 
his knowledge of Ray's alleged assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. are pure fabrications on the part of Curtis or 
the result of something Curtis lias read in tho newspapers. . 

Approximately one hour following tho conclusion 
of the interview with Curtis, ho sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin 
requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he 
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviowed 
at the Whitfield County Jail. 
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Doto_ 



Jl ‘ly 5, 19G3 



, . MYilOIfir CUIITIS rag r„,.„4 , , 

of rights fora fehich ho refused Jo “ r f 1 * hta and wivcr 
in connection with the previous ,Ic then stated 

in his ietter to Ebony I!a~r~i PO ho , that appai 'cntly 

indicating that ho and j/“»£ h .® “ e t od the v:ord "we” 
of MARTI?, * LUKISR i;i\ G jr f 1LU lnd Planned the nurdor 

involve hU, in n coni', L 1 ° “°» this nouS 

intorviou ho denied tiic stnioolnts^o^hilr” 00 '! *? tho Previous 
to x,bony I.'agaBino Ci/’vr^ +• ' n , ho had nndc m his letter 
ntory r;l,ich l,e inhnded to non" 1^^°" «itton . “ 

-he purpose of obtaining so;no MRca.-.ine for 

6 tory wan still in hi- no his wot:ior - Ho stated the 

out to he typed. lie oertSd “ ot been sent 

20-paee handwritten « this 

this story was true. The fivof * , ^] 1,J and he declared 

raerely set out his early life^in 01 tj \“ Pages of the story 

he had served as a result of the cri-e-^i’- prison sentences 
of 15 The remainder of the sJo- i- J', El ‘ ?tln 3 a t the ago 
furnished in an interview in flrll ?oA ^ ^ he o^rjinr-Hv 
and associ.ation with JAIbJS EA*L I'W 10 t"' C f ncornin S his knowlod* 
tnat he first beensao associ- ^d J?° &tory re *locts 

Pulled a payroll robbery toother ln 19dd v/ h=n they 

v/ith a tliird individual S’torr-’” r? v .u_ney , Illinois, 
yith PAY when PAY and this CU:U ' 1S lost contact 

i?^ 0n ^' CtAon v ' ith a bank robheiy "® r ® app«*h°ndPd 

Af-cr that CURTIS a-ain beeirm al -fut.r.wet City, Missouri 
and while i„ .nisonl' VbS ' i ^ 5 " tC!l ‘ lth }i ' Y in prison ’ 
KbKiWOY. At this time ^\Y -ta -d d * ath 0i * President 
sountiod like a big job and 1m v/ -.o "f“ ad 1,10 3:urd °r of EWWiiJDY 
prison when big jobs and big money Jero to^ had? 5100 ° f 2 

LUTd:;i: lUilG^S^^e lrlA°nlnl °i n d°¥- ’'/'Jf™™' mp ™ 
occasions tnat set,; e body was goin-'to i'll JVfi t vl t0d ° n Savoral 
tms period an individual Mif! <i!i to ., 11 KI..O. During 

SSi'SJiV.T^Jvg^ ‘£?£ZL u i 



~G^r 



7/3/G3 




by — 



PH. A*1 44"2336 

7/5/63 



.Date dictated. 



«.»< ... i....,,, di "* fbi u h •* *• «■ «. ioo-.c .. 



rev* j.Kf'r/i 



■ ft 




AT 44-2330 
2 



J"* t!iat p ? 0:>1 ? ln fivo states wore putting up money 

for s assassination. The story further reflected 

that KAY informed this individual that he intended to have 
every cuing set when lie killed KING. KAY followed king's 
movements through naps so that he could latex* stall; KING 
to the point of assassination. KAY indicated during the 
tine that he would leave a false gun and f:.lso ti*ail immediately 

the nurse r. RAY was supposed to go to Vicksburg, 

5m s ,* ,i -* ,J PP i » following t he murder, contact the man from 
Uc.;sburg who had the houseboat, and this nan was to take him 
clth.-r to bow Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River. 

At the conclusion of the ii.’arvicw CURTIS stated 
ho would not testify to any of the abo/e information. ■ He did 
advise that the name of the individual on the houseboat in 
Vj. cksourrj 9 Mississippi f was (first nauo unhaov;n) ? V/ILLEiT 
also kne-./n as ••Mississippi," wlio served tii e in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary'. ' 

CURTIS refused to allow his ctorv to be copied 
ane stated he would not write it over agrii, nor, would he allow 
the pagoj to be removed from his prison cell. CTikTIS then 
presented crude 'sketches of the Federal Perkentiarv at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Missouri State Penitentiary. 
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